National Averages

Average income for a massage therapist varies dependent upon the avenue that a therapist may take as well as full-time versus part-time work.  Geography also plays a large roll in regards to income.

The average annual income for a private practice is roughly around $24,000 for a new practitioner.  The mature practice, serving 20 clients or more per week, should take in between $40,000 and $60,000 annually.  Private practice charges vary from $25 per massage to $80 or even more… this really is dependent upon geography and clientele as well as the specific services being offered.

The average amount of money a therapist can expect to pay for monthly rent is anywhere from $150 to $500 per month.  This is dependent upon the location of the space as well as any supplies, clientele or referrals that may be included in the rent.

Spa/clinic employed therapists average anywhere from $20,000 to $60,000 per year.  This equates to roughly 30% to 50% of the massage value as payment per massage.  Many spas/clinics pay a base rate ($9 to $15 an hour/massage with a 20% to 30% commission… many of the spas/clinics that have been contacted by the Career Services Department of the Utah College of Massage Therapy Family of Schools pay between $25 and $40 per treatment.  This includes the commission along with the base pay rate.)  Tips can range anywhere from $10 to $100… again depending on resort location and clientele.

Incomes For Therapists Working In States Where UCMT Family Of Schools Locations Are Found

According to an independent study conducted in June of 2001 by Baker, Thomsen Associates (BTA), a compensation benefits consulting firm, massage therapists working in the State of Utah are making between $16,809 and $51,697 annually.  These figures are based on low-end pay scales versus high-end pay scales as well as part-time versus full-time work.  This study also takes benefits, bonuses and tips into consideration in regards to determining the averages.  Under the same guidelines, BTA reports that massage therapists working in Arizona are averaging between $27,973 and $48,098 and therapists working in Nevada are averaging between $35,437 and $60,930 annually.

BTA notes that a major consideration in choosing a job should be based on the assessment of the salary level and the cost-of-living levels in the location.  “Geographic wage and salary differentials reflect the demand and supply for labor.”  These factors should always be evaluated when considering employment.

(The information in this report was gathered from various sources, including Baker, Thomsen Associates, the American Massage Therapy Association, the Spa Management Journal as well as from the collective research efforts of the UCMT Family of Schools Career Services staff.) 

